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Good morning!  We continue once again in our series called The Newborn King.  This December 

series is based on all the titles of Christ used in the Christmas song, Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing. 

 

This morning we come to what I think of as the inner sanctum of that song.  Not only is it at the 

middle point of the three stanzas that we are the most familiar with, but it is also right at that 

sacred point in this song where the miracle of Christmas is so clearly and concisely stated for us.   

 

So, once again with the song writing theologian, Charles Wesley, let’s rejoice in the wonder of 

what Christmas is all about.  I am going to read the second stanza once again of Hark! The 

Herald Angels Sing.  It is there that we are going to find the title that we will explore today.   

 

Christ by highest Heav’n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with men to dwell 

Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! the herald angels sing; 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

That it is so rich!  I love that lyric and I pray that your hearts would love them too.   

 

This morning it is my desire to draw your attention to the doctrine of the incarnation of the Son 

of God.  Again, the writer of this hymn, Charles Wesley, he would take it a step further, so 

maybe I need to go with him. 

 

Not only do we want to recognize this truth, but we want to hail the Incarnate Deity.  We want to 

recognize Him, and with all our hearts, we want to acclaim Him.  We want to enthusiastically 

honor Him.  We want to see the Godhead veiled in flesh, and hail the incarnate Deity.  We want 

to worship Him with all that we are, as the Spirit helps us and lifts our hearts up into this joy 

because Jesus came into the world. 
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This morning we are going to explore the incarnation of the Son of God.  Now to really prepare 

us for the Scriptures that we are going to study, we will do a little bit of theology.  To understand 

the depth of the incarnation, we must understand some very basic, yet profound things that God 

has revealed about Himself. 

 

I want us to think for a moment about a core and essential and fundamental doctrine of who God 

is.  It is called the Divine Trinity—the fact that God has revealed Himself as three-in-one.  

Again, this is the absolute core doctrine of who God is. 

 

When we look through the pages of Scripture, what we find is that the Bible is a strictly 

monotheistic book.  That means that there is one God.  There has always been only one God.  

There has always ever going to be only one God.  There is only one God! 

 

Yet, when we look into the pages of Scripture starting at the very beginning, what we find is that 

that one God has plurality within Himself.  Even within the first chapter of Sacred Scripture, we 

have God creating.  It says in Genesis Chapter 1 and Verse 26: 

 
26

Then God say, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… 

 

So, God is singular, yet within God there is plurality.  What is revealed to us throughout the 

pages of the Bible is that there is the Father, there is God the Son, and there is the Holy Spirit.  

Each of these three Persons are spoken of in the Bible as the Lord of all creation. 

 

Each one of them is spoken of with the attributes of deity.  Each one exercises the prerogatives 

of deity, meaning they do things only God can do.  You have the Father, you have the Son, you 

have the Spirit, so that anybody who comes to faith, they are baptized in the Name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Spirit.   

 

So, you have God the Father who has existed as God the Father throughout all eternity.  God the 

Father is coequal and coexistent with God the Son.  You have God the Son who has existed 

throughout all eternity, and who is coequal and coexistent and in union with God the Spirit. 

 

You have God the Holy Spirit who has existed throughout all eternity and who is coequal and 

coexistent and joined with God the Father and God the Son.  They are three-in-one.  This is the 

teaching of the Trinity found in the pages of Scripture. 

 

But, brothers and sisters, what we find as the story of Scripture unfolds is that with the Second 

Person of the Trinity—with the Son of God—something happened.  Something astonishing, 

something wonderous and wonderful, something mind-blowing happened when the Son of God 

became something, when  He added something to Himself.  Namely, when He added to Himself 

humanity; when God placed Himself in a human body. 

 

This is the truth of Christmas.  This is what we celebrate.  Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see Him!  

Hail the incarnate Deity.  That is Christ, the One who is everlasting and took upon Himself a 



3 

 

human nature.  This is the doctrine of the incarnation.  God added flesh to Himself.  This is 

astonishing. 

 

That word incarnation comes from a Latin word incarnare.  It means to make flesh.  What is 

carne?  Not to be crass, but I remember the first time I was surfing down in San Clemente.  We 

went to a place called Pedro’s Tacos and I got the wonderful carne asada burrito.  Carne is flesh. 

 

The Son of God who inhabits eternity added flesh to His existence.  He came into the world in a 

human body.  A body of flesh and bone, of blood and brain, of lung and limb, of finger and toe.  

He was born of a woman.  He experienced infancy.  He experienced childhood.  He experienced 

youth, then maturity.  He slept.  He ate.  He drank.  He became man.  This is the doctrine of the 

incarnation, and it is astonishingly wonderful. 

 

I pray that in our hearts we will do just as we are rightly called to do in this carol.  I pray that we 

will hail Him and say:  He is to be honored.  He is to be recognized.  He is to be acclaimed, and 

He is to be worshiped—from the deepest place within us in an authentic way.   

 

This sermon title is Hail the Incarnate Deity, and this morning I would like for us to receive help 

in hailing the incarnate Deity.  I want us to do this by looking at two portions of Scripture where 

this doctrine that God was made human is so clearly taught. 

 

We have these two places in the New Testament where this is crystal clear, where we see that 

Jesus is God and that Jesus is man.  He is both in one person.  I want us to see this and to 

worship in response.  I want us to represent Jesus, God in human flesh. 

 

First, we will receive the testimony of John, the disciple that Jesus loved.  Then we will receive 

the encouragement of Paul, the apostle of Christ to the Gentiles—really to the entire world, Jews 

included, anybody who would listen to what he had to say. 

 

To help you to hail the incarnate Deity, we receive the testimony of John.  The Apostle John 

used the language of witness and testimony more than any other biblical author.  He liked telling 

us about the things that he saw with his own eyes as an eyewitness, and the things that he 

handled as well.  That becomes prevalent throughout his writings. 

 

This is decades after his earthly relationship with Jesus.  He was then a man probably in his 

seventies or eighties.  The core truths of Christmas were still illuminating his heart, and he taught 

us about the incarnation in John Chapter 1.  Let’s read this.  John Chapter 1 and Verse1, where 

he speaks of Jesus as the Word, that is the power and the wisdom of God—the Word.  John 1:1: 

 
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  
2
He was in the beginning with God.  

3
All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made.  
4
In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. 
5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

 



4 

 

 

Then in the following verses in Verses 6 through 13, John emphasizes the witness of another 

John, John the Baptist.  Then in Verse 14, it is John the apostle again testifying about the 

incarnation of the Word, of God.  Verse 14: 

 
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

In Verse 14, do you see that language of testimony?  We saw Him.  These are the things that we 

observed.  We saw the glory of God manifested in the One that we walked with.  Right here, 

John talked about what he saw, and he wants to give you a lens through which you must see 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Several years ago, I visited an optometrist for the first time.  It was when my eyes were just 

beginning to get a little fuzzy.  I could read the main text in a Study Bible, but the little footnote 

print was blurry.  It was only tiny fonts I was having a hard time reading. 

 

The optometrist checked me out and he gave me an optional prescription for glasses.  He said I 

would be okay for a while.  The optional prescription was to use for some reading if I wanted to.  

That became more and more necessary in the following years. 

 

But here John the Apostle gave us a lens, and it is not an optional prescription.  It is a required 

prescription.  If you want to know and see Jesus rightly, you must to see Him as the Word made 

flesh.  Throughout the pages of Scripture, you see that the power of God is manifested in His 

Word, so that all things were created by His spoken word. 

 

Jesus is the Almighty Power of God made flesh, walking around in a human body.  He is the full 

wisdom of God in human form.  This is how we are to see Jesus.  He is God in a human body.  

That is Him.   

 

That was Almighty God in Bethlehem’s manger.  That was the Source of all true teaching in the 

Synagogue.  That was the Divine Author of marriage at the wedding in Canna.  That was the 

Creator of the cosmos, calming the storm on Galilee.  That was the Provider of the entire earth 

and universe, breaking bread with the masses. 

 

Most astonishingly, that was Almighty God in a human body nailed to the old rugged Roman 

cross, graciously dying as a substitute for our sin.  God in human flesh.  This is the incarnation.  

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

 

We look at what is in this passage and we see that John said that when He came, He was filled 

with glory.  John said that they saw and beheld Him and saw the glory as of the one and only 

Son from the Father, and said he would tell us this about Jesus:  The incarnate Son of God, He 

was full of grace and truth.  Full of both! 
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That word full refers to both those words that follow.  He was overflowing with grace and He 

was overflowing with truth.  That is what we must see in Jesus.  Not only do we see it in Christ, 

but what a vision for the Christian life that provides for us.  When God was on this earth in 

human form, He was bursting with grace and truth. 

 

A couple of years back, I read a book by Randy Alcorn called The Grace and Truth Paradox, 

based on John 1:14.  Alcorn talked about how we tend to think we need to find the right balance 

between grace and truth to rightly represent the Lord.   

 

We must find that balance because some of us tend to be geared to give more grace than truth.  

We might be seventy-percent grace and thirty-percent truth.  That is just how we are, so that we 

always want to be nice and kind to people.  Those are good things, but people may end up 

getting away with things that are harmful because they want to give grace instead of giving the 

truth. 

 

On the other hand, there might be a person who is seventy-percent truth and thirty-percent grace.  

So, you better watch out because they will stick it to you.  They are going to tell you what you 

need to hear.  They might be like a bull in a china cabinet.  Then after it is all done, they might 

say:  But you know I love you, right? 

 

However, we must balance grace and truth out.  But what John pointed out in this verse is that 

with Jesus, it is full-on overflow of both grace and truth.  Overflowing with grace.  Overflowing 

with truth, so that He would always speak reality into the situation.  He would speak what is true 

about God and us,  and He did it in a way that was overflowing with mercy for the sinner.   

 

That is the vision for us to be like Christ.  To be full of grace and truth requires two things.  We 

must be filled with boldness and we must be filled with kindness, given to us from the Lord.  I 

pray that He would give us the ability to be just like that, that we would be people who proclaim 

what is real and true. 

 

When those times come that require us to speak uncomfortable truths, it will come in such a way 

that people know that we are for them and on their team and on their side.  Full of grace and 

truth, that is how Christ was walking this earth.  I think that is the glory of the Messiah that we 

are called to follow.   

 

This is the testimony of John.  He wanted you to know that the Word was made flesh.  He was 

glorious, and He was full and over abounding with both grace and truth.  We continue, and once 

again to help you to hail the incarnate Deity, we also receive the encouragement of the Apostle 

Paul.  There is encouragement found in his letter to the church in Colossae, to the Colossians.  

 

Now, Colossae was a city in ancient Asia Minor, what is modern day Turkey.  Colossae was 

located not too far from another city called Laodicea.  Colossae was a little and poor town.  

Laodicea was a big and rich town.  Colossae was a town you would stop in on your way to 

Laodicea, kind of like the town of Needles where you stop off for supplies on your way to the 

Grand Canyon. 
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Colossae was a small town that was situated away from a big town.  A Bible commentator by the 

name of Lightfoot said that it was the most unimportant city that Paul ever wrote to, but they 

were immensely important to God.   

 

The Lord filled Paul with the Spirit to write to them, to communicate to them, and to teach them 

things about Jesus Christ.  In that book of Colossians, Paul provide to them and to all of us, a 

colossal vision of Christ. 

 

If you have not familiarized yourselves with what is in Colossians Chapter 1 and Verses 15 

through 20, it contains a true picture of Jesus showing how He is highly exalted and the Lord of 

creation.  He is the Master of the church.  It is Jesus, and it is Jesus elevated. 

 

When you get into Chapter 2, you have this incredibly clear and concise statement of both the 

Deity and humanity of Jesus.  It is a wonderful statement of His incarnation.  I want us to read 

Colossians Chapter 2 and Verses 6 through 10.  The verse we are especially interested in is 

Verse 9: 

 
6
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 

7
rooted and built 

up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 

thanksgiving. 
8
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according 

to Christ.  
9
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 

10
and you have been 

filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 

 

Such an exalted picture of our Lord and Savior, Jesus, the King of kings.   

 

Once again, in Verse 9, we have the teaching of the incarnation of God.  Deity in bodily form.  

This is what theologians also call the hypostatic union.  You got to just love language like that, 

two natures joined and united in one Person—the incarnation, this hypostatic union—God and 

man fused together in the person of Jesus.  This is awesome, full Deity found in humanity. 

 

It was about a month ago that I got an early Christmas present in the form of a new cell phone, 

the best cell phone I have ever had.  I have a Samsung Note 8.  It is an amazing cell phone but 

when I received it, the time came where I had to get it hooked up with our provider. 

 

I needed to take the sim card out of my old Motorola and put it into the new Samsung phone so 

that all my information could be accessed through the new phone.  Somehow that little card 

communicates even with a satellite from your wireless provider. 

 

I tried to take the sim card out of the old phone and put it in the new phone, and it would not fit.  

What I learned is that now sim cards come in four sizes.  There is the standard sim card, which I 

think I was using.  There is also a micro sim card, a mini sim card, and the nano sim card, which 

is teeny little thing. 
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I had to get a nano sim card to put in my new phone, and I was blown away that that little tiny 

card can hold so much information.  As technology advances, there is the ability to store so 

much information in smaller and smaller pieces of technology. 

 

As awesome as that is, just think about what was accomplished in the incarnation of Christ, 

because Verse 9 says: 

 
9
For in him the whole (all) fullness of deity dwells bodily 

 

With nothing left out.  Everything that God is dwells bodily in Christ.  What?!?  All that divinity.  

All the attributes and the power and the wisdom of God consolidated in to Christ.  Boy is there 

power in the Name of Jesus Christ. 

 

I began thinking of this in these terms, and it blew my heart.  I was exploding inside thinking 

about the facts of what it says in Verse 9.  Just look at the language.   

 
9
For in him the whole (all) fullness of deity dwells bodily 

 

An Anglican theologian of yesteryear by the name of Bishop Handley Moule put in the words of 

his generation.  I think our generation needs to pursue the vocabulary of the eighteen-hundreds.  

He read and reflected on this verse, and he said: 

 

The whole glorious total of what God is, the supreme nature in its infinite eternity is 

in Christ. 

 

That is a wonder!  That is awesome.  Once again, I am speaking as a student of theology, not just 

as a man who surfs.  That is awesome!  As we gain understanding by the Spirit, that is heart-

pounding information.   

 

It was the Almighty in the manger.  This is our Lord.  This is our Savior—veiled in flesh the 

Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity!  What is so interesting is that Colossians 2:9 uses a 

certain tense.  It is the present active indicative.  It teaches us of something that is ongoing.   

 

It is not just for a period of thirty-three years that Christ added humanity to His eternal existence.  

Rather, that is His ongoing state.  So that forevermore, He is the glorified God-man.  There will 

be those prints on His hands and on His feet and in His side, those prints of His loving, 

redeeming grace that we will see, recognize, and worship and thank Him for forevermore.  In 

Christ the whole fullness of Deity dwells, ongoing, in bodily form.   

 

As we see everything that Paul wanted to encourage us with, we can’t forget the one-two punch, 

because Paul was writing about theology and about it for the sake of how we live our lives and 

how we worship the Lord. 
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This doctrinal wonder about Christ comes in the context of practical living for Christians; that 

we live in union with Jesus.  That is how we see our lives.  Again, look at the verses that led up 

to that wonderful statement of the incarnation.  Verse 8: 

 
8
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according 

to Christ.  
9
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 

10
and you have been 

filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 

 

The instruction here is that we are not to be taken captive by philosophy and empty deceit in this 

world.  It is interesting, because Paul warns us of philosophies and world views that are, in fact, 

void yet at the same time, they have power to enslave. 

 

Don’t’ be taken captive by humanistic world views.  Watch out for that.  You must be careful.  

There are philosophies and world views that are demonic in origin.  That is why Paul used this 

language of the elemental spirits of this world.  There are philosophies that are meant to lead you 

away from Christ and take you captive.   

 

They come from demons through humans.  That is why this passage also says according to 

human tradition.  So, we need to be careful about the perspectives found in this world that would 

lead us away to the pure glory in Christ; who is our everything; who is our all-in-all. 

 

As you read through the book of Colossians, it would appear that the philosophy that they were 

being tempted by was a form of Jewish ascetism.  Ascetism is just a fancy way of saying that 

there are some who believe that all tangible things are bad, and you must be very, very careful 

about those things. 

 

There were some who were teaching that you must be fasting all the time.  You must go through 

certain rituals.  You must be doing these kinds of things if you really want to be made aware of 

the things of deity. 

 

Paul said:  No, you can have a good meal.  That’s okay.  What you need is to be joined with 

Jesus.  You need to have your eyes on Christ, the One who came into the world to save us; the 

One who died on the cross and who rose on the third day and poured out His Spirit.  You need to 

keep your eyes on Jesus.  You need to walk in Him.  You need to be rooted in Christ, abiding in 

Him.  You need to be built up in Him.  You just need a constant vision of the Son of God, and 

you need to relate to Him always. 

 

That is how Paul guarded and fended them off against the ascetism that was being taught in 

Colossae.  In our generation ascetism is not a problem for many people in the wealthy western 

society that we live in.  There are some who pursue that as a means toward true spirituality. 

 

But I think there are other philosophies that we need to beware of; that we need to watch out for; 

other pursuits by which we think we are going to find fullness other than Christ.  One of the 

philosophies is that of humanism.  
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I’m no philosopher.  I study theology much more than I study philosophy.  My understanding of 

humanism is that it puts the human being at the center of this universe—each human being has 

an authority and freedom to design who they are and what they are going to do.  It is all about 

self-autonomy, self-rule in the selfie generation that we live in. 

 

Paul would say:  No, you are under God.  You are in Christ and you need to view Jesus as your 

head.  He is your authority.  You live in submission to Jesus.  God is not in submission to you.  

We must beware of humanism.   

 

There are a couple of other philosophies that come to mind that were in the First Century from 

the Greek world and are still alive and powerful in our day as well.  They were hedonism and 

epicureanism.  Think of hedonism and epicureanism as sibling philosophies.  One was the 

problem child and one was the good child.   

 

The problem child, hedonism, is all about the pursuit of illicit pleasure.  It is that pursuit of 

becoming intoxicated, of getting high, of engaging in sexual behavior with multiple partners 

throughout this life and finding fullness and fulfillment in life through these experiences.  That is 

hedonism.  It is an empty worldview.  It will leave you empty in the end.   

 

By the way, sexuality is a gift from God.  Christians are not against sex.  We are pro-sex within 

the context that God designed it for—a husband and a wife within wedlock.  There it is pure.  

There it is holy.  But we have a society filled with people who are trying to find the enjoyment of 

life through sexual pursuits.  They are going to come up empty.   

 

Hedonism’s sibling is that of epicureanism.  If hedonism is the pursuit of illicit pleasure, 

epicureanism is all about enjoyable pleasantness, so that the great pursuit of life is kind of like 

having a designer home, a wonderful wardrobe, where there is always the smell of cookies in the 

oven or smoke rising from the barbeque.  It is so pleasant all the time. 

 

Once again, these things are gifts from God.  He gives us these things because He is a good Dad 

and He wants us to be generous and share these things with others.  But there are people who 

live for these things.  That is their pursuit.   

 

The fact of the matter is that God can strip all those things away.  While the epicurean will 

absolutely become undone if that happens, the Christian who is filled the Holy Spirit will say:  I 

have my fullness in Jesus Christ.  He is with me, whether it is in the time of abundance or 

whether things are stripped down, and I am living in a shack.  Either way, I still have the joy of 

Christ. 

 

Look again at what it says in Colossians Chapter 2 and Verses 9 and 10: 

 
9
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 

10
and you have been filled in 

him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 
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The pursuit of this life is not for more and more pleasantness of circumstances, the pursuit of this 

life is for more and more of Christ to be filling us up with His power, and His presence, and His 

truth.  That’s when the Christian life glows.  When Christ is our all-in-all, that is when there is 

burning found in the heart.  Brothers and sisters, it is all about Jesus.  It is all about Jesus.   

 

Once again Verse 10: 

 
10

… you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 

 

Here we see that Christianity is not all about us getting into Heaven, but as I have been saying, it 

is about getting Heaven into us.  It is not just about us being in Christ, it is about Christ in us, the 

hope of glory, so that we represent Christ being filled with Him as we walk through this life.  

Then we get to radiate the grace and truth of God to others.  That is not empty philosophy.  That 

is the fullness of Christ filling our lives.  

 

We conclude with the admonition given to us in Verses 6 and 7: 

 
6
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 

7
rooted and built 

up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 

thanksgiving. 

 

The people of little tiny Podunk Colossae could be abounding in thanksgiving, not because they 

had all the treasure of Laodicea but because they had Christ.  That is our pursuit.  Jesus is our 

pursuit.  Let that be the vision that is placed in our hearts and our eyes—that Christ will be our 

vision, that He will be the One that we want to abide in, that we want to live in, that we want to 

have living in and through us. 

 

Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


